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To all thoſe called 
- Rancers Or bens 


THROUGH-OUuT 
The three Nations, to come into- 


the crue Faith and pure Fear of che "BT in this his Day of grace +. 
and viſitation ; by turning inte the Lighr of Chriſt, 'or witnefſe | 
of God in their conſciences : from which rhey have (werved, and | 
againſtwhich they have tranſgrefſdc. f | 
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| Writren intender Loye to their Souls, By 


Fohn Chandler, 


Who hath been taken in che ſame” ſnare; bac by gee 
Judgment redeemed ou: of ir; 
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LONDON, 
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prince for the Author, ig. R _ | 
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eſteem to be good,. pure, andwithour deceir); This 1s 

a word of knowledge or experience, from one who hath 
ob:ained mercy from the Lord , in tuaming to him tharſmore him-- 
and, whether you hear or forbear, know and remember,thar in a day 
of Graeez and an acceptable time, (wherein the Lord is gathering all 
forts of wanderers and (ragelers.into his fold), Ye have been pur in 
mit1d,and warned.to return;Even you I mean(inthefirſt place), who 
formerly have had convictions of; & trouble & forrow for, fn/againft 
the Lordzand after tbat,ſame inlets and openings of peace and|recon- 
ciliation, and taſts of the 000d Word of God within you, and of the 
pure powers of the world to come, even of an endlefſe life with, and 
in, God, the Father of Spirits, whom ye then believed ro be arex- 
ceeding great reward ro all that walked before him in-uprightnefle, 
and irh a perfe& heart ; as he declared ro Abraham the Facher of 
the Faithfull , whoſaw Chriti's day and rejoyced therein : Which 
mielted your hearts, and mad2 them tender; and you con'cious of 
rhinking , ſpeaking, or doing, vainly, idly, or gnjatily, | Now, 
knoiv chis (all ſuch) that 10 the pure-and unteioned love of the Spi- 
rit (which dwelt inthe Apoſile James) do 1 write unto you, who 
truly and ſweetly (aid to the Brethren , -[f any among you ſhall wander 


=—_— O al you who are or may be called Razters,or Libertines, 
either for your looſe practiles or principles (which ye 


from the truth, and auy one ſhall convert ( or turn ) bim; 


rotr of hislife, doth ſave a Soul from dedth , and cover a multitude of 
ſins: So it appears, there were thoſe in his daies who wandred from 
the truth, and lo fel! intocrrour otheir life, as ye have'done y| which 
brovght their ſouls into dea h, and danger ofetervall death y which 


let him know, that he which hath turned a Sinner from fr Ex. 


they coul4 nor ſee at rhe preſent, or (at leaſt) were unſenfible rhere- 


of, by reaſon ef their wandring minds and hearts , which brought a 
Vil over the Underfianding, gr ftupified che Conſcience; whereby 


Itis no wonder , if ſuchthen; and you now , didand do call Evil) 
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| Good, and Good Evil! ; put Darkneſſefor Light', and Light for - 


| Darknefle; birter for {weer, and ſweet for bitter; Bondage for Li- 
| berty, andcrve Liberry for Bondage ; promiſing ethers Liberry, 
| Whenehey and-you wereand are both che- Servancs of Corrup:ton'; 
the cauſe of all which, hath been (Lreſtify) the going from, or for. 
getting that which firit convinced affd rroubled for the Sinand Evi), 


whereby chat conviction and cronble was thought ro be raiſed upin 


rhe mind and conſcience, by milapprebenſion or imagination onely, 
and not froma true thing or principle which was the traetLight 
( chat enlightnerh every man that comes into the World) which 
could nor lye, diſſemb!e, or flatter, bur ſhewed Sin & Evill co beſo, 
becauſe they were [o really;8therefore troubled, & vexed,&terrifi- 
ed the ſinful Son! - .So, by yeu called Renters or Libertines,vhen ye 
orew intoa carnall freedom , the Maſter of the Houle was c:lled Bg-. 
elzebub, to wir, the pure, holy, u(t, and righteous Pcanciple of God, 
raken by you bur for a Fancy; whereby all that was-craly good in; 
| you ſoon went to wrack , for hereby (hipwrack was made of Fairh 
and a good Conſcience.: of Faith, becauſe there 1s nothing that doth ' 
or can diſcover to a Man or Woman's Soul, the erue Object of Faith, 
bur the true Liehc wichin, (which firſt reproverh, and then giveth the 
knowledge to the penitenc and obedient ) which Obyz& of Faith or 
Belief is Chiift; enther, as the living Hope, Gain and erernall Re- 


ward, to thoſe that love him, keep his Commandments, and waite - 


' for him (as the Saints formerly witneſſed kim) ; for,faith che Apo- 


ftle, He that comerh co God muſt beliere that Heis, and thar he is a = 


Rewarder of thoſe that diligently ſeek him : or; as ah ecernal Judge,f 
and Minifter of the Father's jultice, wrath and vengeance to all that 


follow and obey him nor, bur their own Wills and Lalts, according: | 


aSitis wricten; Tribulation and avguiſh upon evety Soul that doth 


evil.both to rhe Jew and Greek, . Sorthat ye, miſcalling che Repro- *- 


ver in you for fin, as aforelaid, ſoon fell from this elief ofthe eters 
nail Reward-and Puniſhment, looking upon man(agto his own par- 


ticular (s| f) ro dye and be bur as rhe Bea't thar periſhth, (although, - 


inthe conjle af one Generation ſucceeding anorher;, ye framed up a 
Unity an ! Salvation in your erring minds) ; whereby, even asa Ship 
that hath loft his Anchor runs ar randomse in the Sea, ſo ye having 


lolt the Anchor of your Souls were let looſe to think Sin and Evil to: - 


be.no ſuch thing, and ſoae of yonro commit all iniq ity with gree- 
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ditieſſe. / For the Rrong conſolation in the light by the 'Spirits, and © 


hope, which the Saints have (which hope encreth within the Vail, 
even into the Glory that was with the Fa her, befor: the World, or 
fucce:ding Generations began) is che Sonl's Anchor ;” as it was of 
Chritt's the Elder Brother : Who for the joy thar was ſet-before him) 
endured che Croſſe and deſpiled the ſhame, and is {er down at the 


right hand of God: Andthe ſame that led you, not te believe this | 


particular and eternal Reward, led yon alſe ro deny the erernal Pa- 
niſhmen: ; when as Chritt, who was the true Lizhe, and mean: as he 
ſpake withour diſſimulation or equivecation, ſai h, If thy right hand 
or eje offend thee, cut it off or pluck it out, and caſt it from thee; for it is 


better to enter into life maimed, than havin £ two hands or epes to be caſt” 


inte Hell, where their Worms dicth net, nor their fire never goeth out, To 
which truch che Holy men of God in the Scriptures plentifuliy wit- 
nefle , as knowing the ce:rour of che Lord, th2y perſwading men , 


- for the Lord God 1s known by the Judgment which he - 


executeth on the wicked, as well as by che Reward(which is himſelf) 
thar he beſtowerh on the righceous 2.- buc ye being erred from the 
right Spirit ( which David, after a fall, delired might be renzwed 
within him) in y6ur own phanſies and imaginations, ( Satan having 
rransformed him(clf into an 'Angel of light within you ) have puc 
ſecret meanings and interprerations upon the Scriptntes, as though 
Chriſt and the holy men of God did nor really mean, astheyſpake, 
of theſe and-divers other things (which I ſhall not now name pa'ri- 


cularly ) bur according is ye would have them to be underliapd: * 


whereby Chritt, the erue light, and thoſe thar were enlightned , and 
enlivened, & ſanRified by bim, were. by ſome of you accounted eyen 
ſuch as your ſelves, wholire in divers lufis; ſofat hath the deceit 


entred intoyou- But ye ſhall know, in the day of the Lord's righ- 
reovs Judgment , as I bave truly known, .by cnrning to thar-which * 
ju6eed ariyhr and made mamnifelt Sinto be exceedive ſinfull”, that * 
Chriſt, and the former Saints, and holy men and wortenzwere ſin- * 


ce:e in their thoughts, words, and deeds, having vo mental re{ervati- 
on in hat they (pak? ; and riat they lived accordin? as their words 
hold forch, being wile as Serpents, (yer nor in the Serpent's witdom:) 
and harmleſſe as Doves » yea, flezing from all fy and wickednefle as 


froma' Serpent, And now I will ſay, How are the hidden things ' 


of, Bfas ſcarchedouthy the light, which is che Candte of r-e Lord, 
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\. evenofprophane Eſu,who for a morſel of mear _ bis bitch-right? 


And let me (in God's wiſdom and fear ) reaſon With youa little; 

re Not lome of you prophane Eſaus > Who) fora few momentary 
plcaſvres and unſacisfying Luſts, havequite parced With, and for ever 
bid Adieu to , the ſenſe and fecling ot char which yz once counted 
bercer chen life ir ſelf; to wir, a broken hearc and contrite ſpiricy and 
godly ſorrow forſin, which things wrought|you to {pmeRepencance, 


 whattof ye had never juil cauſe to repent : Asailo comfortan4 peace 


in your Spirits, as your minds were kep:in that which was pure, 0+ 
pen ro the Lord, and being afraid co offend him : Such a ltep inthe 
truch, no doubr, ſome of you have-made ; but nov your hens are.as 
hardas an Adamant, lothart ye find no more place for Repentance 
than Eſas did, nzy, not going fo far as he ; for he fought the B'eſſing 
with tears, (though he obratced it nor, bog (till prophane): but ye 
gefire not to returne, inany outward ſhew , yea, perbaps will laugh 
and (coff at any that ſhall exhorr you thereunto, -|Had ir nor been 
ood for ſuch, if they had never been born > And are you not all pro- 


ptane ones, from the greatzfi tothe leatt? har haye left your firtk 


love to ſimplicity, and fincericy, purity, holineſle, ſobriecy, rempe- 
rance, and other the good fruirs of the Spirit,and think your ſelvs ro 
bave attained the higher perfe&ion, the more freely ye can at con- 
trary co theſe, without check or concroul in your felvs, which ye 


count buxtkesvorking of che Fancy;over which ro cet victory,that iz 


ſhould ncr at all trouble you, ye count your perfeRiotpredemption, 


Juſtification, ſanRification, and ſalvation : So-ye quench the Light, 


his God's faichful witneſſe within you , ( chat inlove often 
plegds with you for a return, & kill tte Juſt one,& ſpp the cry of the 


-1nwocent, & trample upon the holy S224 rhat ſhould bruiſe the Ser- 


nt's head, who is head in you; & call it your perfeftion & recemp- 
!0n,yvould(ifir were poſſible)ſer God ar variance againk himſelf,ac- 
courting i hat to be God's arme and power in you, whic {layeth his 
reproving virneſſe, which is his good Spirit; which Spirit ( knoiv 
ye) ſha!l nor alwayes firive with you tor-good : Therefore 1 charge 


you bythe Lord, to bethink your ſelves (ye that arenor paſt feeling) 


of your former eares when ye were conſcientious and terder y for 
it vas much better then with you than now ; and| commune with 
yonr own hearts, by turnivg in ro the witnefſe of Gad), that calls for 


purity and holineſſe in thought, word, and.deed , for ſobriewy: and 


remperance 


a+ > ”— 4 , 


remperanceand chaſtity; and :}\-godlineſſe, ard honefly - and that” 1B 
while ye have time, leii your conſciences be quite ſeared, and the ' 
Lord God (ware in his wrath, Ye ſhall never encer into his pure and 4 
everlaſting Reti ; for this is God's very ard true day, (notan imagi- 
pary-one, which ye.bave conceired, for ſome years paſt, to your felys} 
and io no time to dally wich the wickedand* back:{lider; for,, Woe _ 
(ſairh rhe Lord God ) ro him, thar in the land and time of vpright- - 
n.Mewitl deat unjuſtly, and will not behold che majeliy of the Lord, 
And if any of you have, or ſhall hare, flirrings and thoughts raiſed” 
up in.you of airing upon God's witneſſe ; and any tree defires be- 
2Qrren, ro know by the light within you (which makes manifeſt all 
things) wherein ye have erred ana done amifle, I charge you flee Ir 
por, theugh it begin co bring ſome terrour and ſhame upon the car-/ 
nal pact; toras ye have made the pure ſeed to ſuffer by your finand* | 
deceit, ſo you mult expe ro ſuffer by the Seed; when he comes to ' 
bruile the Serpents head;to whom ye bave-been joyned; and accept 

” efthe puniſhment of your iniquity, and ſay, Ir is all far lefſerhan we' 
have deſerved: and let your uncircumciſed heatts bz humbled, and 
wait low and humbly to know the Lord's mind, and be willing to 
forſake all evill, and cleave unto, and do, all'good that the Lord by* 
his Light ſhall lay open before you , ( who will bting Judgmenrtro | 
the line. and Equity to the plummet) and be willing ro come into! 
Unity wich the Holy men of God, and Chriit's words in the Scrip- 
tures, Which ceftify againtall the fruits of the fleſh, let chem be done* 
under never ſo fair a pretence of liberty ; and aboye all chings deſire- | 
fncerity and uprighrneſle of heart, (tor ſoit was with me at myre-: 
turn, and this was the word in me, His countenance ſhall behold the' 

.. upright) and then will the Lord have compiſfisn , and by: degrees * 
\. heal yourland, T mean, your poor Souls, arid ye ſhall ſee Faith inthe. - 
cruths of God, and a good conſcience, and the pure fear Ff the Lord,” 
grow and ſpring up together in you ; for "tis Fiich that pititesrthe- | 
heart : Burif you {*e im Winter, and will not bzar the Judoment . 
till the indignation be over-paſt , or will be aſhamed ro b-aſhamed* ' 

_ of your evill wayes, and fo ler deceit preyail over the pure, and make © * 
up a healing co your (elvs by quenchirg the witnefle, ye {ball receive” _ 7 
rhe fruit of your ovndoings, even t6 lye down'in perperuall forrow © 
in the end, . | ll 
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of you isking, at is Sin and Evilt 7 | Doever 
- any of you find any of the Holy men of God, from one end of the 
Scriptures to the other, to have asked ſucha Queſtton ? Nay, For 
they believed the Lora's witnefſe,, which he had placed in them, 
withour their own reaſonings, and difpurings ; as finding twins in 
their womb, two Seecs oppolite each to o:her, which bronght forth 
contrary fruit; and by the Holy S$-ed, which is the true Light, they 
ſaw the good Tree, andthe corrupt Tree ; the good fruit, and the 
corrupc fruic - for rhe. Light reproved them for evill and corrupt 
motions, andall words and aQians proceeding rhere-from ; bur ir 
Juliified chem, and gave them peace in pure and holy motions, 
and all words an a&tions ifſuins frem thence | Whica were ſeen 
ro beef irs own begerting : David Witnefled thele two States ; Saich 
be, Thou het ſer my ſins in order before me ; Mark, He believed God's 
wirneſſe wirhout diſpetings; the Lord had ſet them before him, he 
- therefore b2lieved they were ins, or that wiich was againſt the Lord, 
which his pure eye had a controverſy with : Now, the Lord doth 
not ſer a thing, that is not, before us, burthat which is, Again, he 
.. faith, Oh Lord [ amthy Servant , I am thy Servant, the Son of thy 
- Hand: maid, thou hait looſed my bonds , There he felt God's acquit- 
rance and Juliification, not in giving him a liberty to do whar he 
lit wichour controul, bur inenlarging his hearcto run the waies of 
his commandments , in which he was accepted, even in that which 
enlarged his heart fo ro do + For (ſaith he) in another place, Thes 
ſhall 1 mt be aſhamed, when 1 have reſpeft. unto all thy Commandments, 
Conhder alſo, that they were the wicked and ungodly who did ſay, 
Tuſh, our 7 oxgnes are onr own, we will ſpeak, Who ſhall controul mw? 
As if they had asked inderifion, What i Sin or Evill? Nor becauſe 
chere was nEſuchthing in reality, ( bur onely — mens ap- 
prebenſion); bur becauſe the Serpent had gorſuch a head1n them, that 
rh2y ſcarce telt a Controuler when they lo ſpake, But if you will : 
beto learn what Sin is, Pawland John in the courle of their miniſtry. 
( bur nor in aniwering ſuch a Queſtion propoſed ro them by rhe 
Saints) do experimentally declare, The one ſaith, 1 had not krown 
fin but by the Law; Mark, the Law written in the heart by the finger 
of God (of which the tio Tables of one were a deelaration) made 
Paul co know (into be Sin: Now, God's Law in the heart ig Light, 
as David long ago witneſſed ; 2nd Chriſt is the true Light that _ 
| | | net 
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+neth every man: Now , Chritt was he which ſpake,o foſes in 
the Mount Sine, (from whom Moſes received the Lawky to declare 
it tothe Peoplcs) as Stephen ( when be was full of the Holy Spicic ) 
'reflified : So then Chritt, the Light, is the Law-giver , whereby Sin 
comes to be known ; now, if he hatffenlighrned every man, and be 
be the true Light, then he ſheweth a truth co every man, which is, 
chac he hath cravſgreſſed his Law or Light, by dark motions, words, 
and actions, arifing from a contrary ground ; and ls (in is not a fictt- 
orior fained thivg in any man whatloerer, becauſe fin is known by a 
Laiv, which Law is Light, which Light is inevery man, which Light 
is erue, and dilcovereth nuching bur a r-all ching in every one - The 
other ſaich, Sin is the tranſgretlion of the Law ; He knzw the Layy 
in his heart, or the righteous principle of God, which he had been & 
Tran'grefſour againſt : He doth ror ſay, Sin is nothing bur an appre- 
henſion that there is ſuch a ching , bur that (io is a reall cranſgreſſion 
of a reall Law, or Principle of God, Again, Jehs (aith, all Unrigh- 
reouineſſe is ſm: There 1s Unrighteouſneſle, and that of ſundry forts, 
' bo:h toward God and man, andall this Unrighteouineſle is fin, 
Now, (ſaith Peter, by the Spirit of crath), In every Nacion, he thar 
feareth. God, and worketh righteou'nefle, 1s accepred of him ; Bur 
(ſaith Paw!) all they thar had pleature in Unrighreouſnzfle ſhould be 
damned: Here ate contrary works really (o, and they have contrary 
eftes; for the wrath of God 1s revealed from Heaven againſt a'l 
Uvrigtteouſnefſe, with all which Unrighteouſneſſe the Gentiles 
were and are filled; to wit, with fornication, wickednefle, coy-touſ- 
neſſe, envy, murther; Cevenant- breakers, deſpi'ers of thoſe that are 
200d, implacable, unmerciful, &c, Who, (ſaith Paw!) knowing 
che Judgment of God, tvat they which commic ſuch things are war- 
thy of death, not onely do the ſame , but have pleaſure in.chem that 
do them, Here he witnefſeth , and we ſee and know it oto be ; 
thac they were filled with all Unrighteouſneſſe, and that the things 
mentioned were reall Unrighteouſneſſe ; ro prove which, noneneed 
o0 any fartherthan their own conſciences , wherein they knew and 
f2'r, by the true Light, the Commitcrers of ſuch things to be worthy 
of death, (eveneternal death, or ſeparation from the life and enjoy- 
-ment of Gad;) evenas a Labourer 1s worthy of his hirez which can- 
not be an imaginary bur a real thing, 


B | Bu: 
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Bur ye will ſay come, The Parria:chs, Prophets, and Apoltter;. 
ſpake according to the [2ceral” diip-niations or minifratians they 
were undzt 7 The Jews before Chritt were under a Vail; and che A- 
poltles ( after the renting of the Vat! of the Temple ) though chey 
jaw.clearer than they, yer not fo clearly as we lee nyyy 11 this latt and 
higheſt diſpeniation, | 


The Vail that was over the Jews hearts conſiſted in this,th:t their 
Chutrch-dMimiiry and Orainances be1''g accoroins to the fl-th, letter, 
and written in Tables of lore , they tel: not, for the generality of 


the fl2thy Tables of their hearcs, according to his new Covenank -: © 
Their Chu-ch we e Jews outward ; their Prictis , Miniters of the 
L2rrer, which left cheic Souls in dea:h; who had need both ro offer 
3p Sacrifice for their own fins as for the ſins of the People; and + 
che Lav outward made nothing perfeR, bur ic was the Minilication. 
of condemnation to tvem, for want of quickning lif2 from.Chrilt to 
caſe rhem, who is the Mini''e: of che Spi:it, and of Righteouſnefſe 
and Peace ; at which Corner-(tone they tumbled, becau'e ofthe 
old and long Vail that had bzen upen their hearts; which Vail, io 
this day, when Moſes is read i1 their Synagogues, abideth on them; 
who, when. h2y ſhall turn to the Lord, the Vail ( which is a falſe ap- 
prehenſion of being acc pred in their carnal Services, Pe:formances, 
and Ordinances, from a lireral rule , wirhouta feeling of the life of 
Chrit(t, in vhom all Sacrifices ſhould be offered up ) (ball be taken a- 
way, an | then ſhall they feel a minitration of Rightzouſnefle in the 
Spirit, in reſpeA whereof, their.other minilirarion had no Glory, 
But what 1s all cais (© ye Libercines) ro your purpoſe? for they were 
nor, nor are, vailed in ſezing fin, (which rhe true Light that lightnerh 
every man , reproveth to be fin) ; for that is nor from darknefſe of 
Underit:zncin, bur from light ſer up there, without which they 
could not ſee 1t at all : Y-agrhis was that which miniftred condemna 
tion unto them all, both the righteous and unrigh eons, fo far as ft 
was Randing ; and they could nor, nor ought not , etherwiſe to ap- 
prehend, becavlz elſe they ſhou'd, as you do, have believed again(t 
God's witnefſe inthzm, which is ro make him a Lyar, an abomins- 
ble _— 1, As forthe Apoliles and Saints, both J<ws and 
Cetttfes, who had the Yall rent, and lived in the diſpenſation or mi- 
ni{tracton 


them, the Sp'iritand finger of the living God, | writing his -ank 
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nitration of the Spirit and of righteouſneſle, which exceeded in g'o- 


' ry-that of condemnation (which was and is alle glorious in its rime 


and ſeaſon), ' Ye Livertizes kro.v nor, nor cannot knoiv ( while ye 
ate as ye are) in ivhat a high and ſweet ſtate rhey lived : Br ye ſpeak 
proud and (\vel-ing words of vanity of thin;3s ye know nor, nor live 
in.; and would bz at th2 top of the Ldgder betore ye are come to the 
foot, even to know Judgment upon the tranſgreſſour in you, Ye 
are not ignorant thatrhe Apolilesand Saints believed perfeRion, 
p:ed atcer it, and mighr obrain it ; But that it was ſuch a perfeti- 
&n Wiich ye dream of, I utterly deny ; forir was a deſtroying of all 
the Devii's wo;ks, anda plucking np of all the evil] Plants which 
re heav.nly Father had not planced , by Chriſt the pure power of 
God , who was manifeſted in the fleſhtothat end, And knew ye 
(.0a ye haughty and conceired ones ) there is never any © her new 
viſpenacion, different from this, robe brought forth in the World; 
but tha: the Glory of the Church in theſe laſt rimes is co be wrought 
out by the pure and powerfull appearance of the Lord God, in this 
very way of purifying and refinirg his People; for through Judg- 
ment is Zin:o be redeemed , and her Converts with Righteoul« 
n:ſſe; for Sin & Un:1ghreorſnels Raines & marrs the beauty of any 
opie or Perion, making them to become drofle, an ill fayonnand 
a (moak in the no'trils of Go, and a fire that burneth all the day : 
Wheretore, thateie:y rhing which cffendeth the pure eyes of his 
Glory may be garhered our of his'Kingdom, ill he purge his peo- 
p'e by the Spiric of Judgment and burning ; and, by fire, and by 
Sivord, p'cad with all fleſh; 2nd rhe (lain of the Lord (hall be ma- 
ny, and thoſe ( be they who they will, or have what high conceirs 
they can'of their own ſecurity) that ill nor fall upon his Corner 
lione, Chrilt, the true Light, chat leads ro the Life, that he may be 
broken, and humbled, and melted, by him, into godly ſorrow for 
fin, and a forſaking thereof in thought, word, and wok; this (tone 
ſhall Fill on him with a. heavy hand at laſt, and grinde him to pow- 
d-r: So, when ſuch a one is by the Judee delivered to the Officer, 
anJrchen by him calt ico priſon, be ſhall never come forth our of 
rhoſe chaines of darkneſſe , and that Dungeon of cormenc that the 
Almighty bath prepared for all the wicked, till he hath payed che 
1z/t mite, New, Let we ask you Libertines ( thar ſore ſo high in 
your talk of this lat diſpenſation of God to his People) ore Quelt- 
=: Don ; On 
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on, What do yourthink-of che new Jeruſalem which is from above- 


rhe noly City of oar God ? Is ſhe not the Morher of all the Saints ? 
Is ſhe nor rhe Bride, the Lamb's wife ? and myſt ſhe nor then be 
like che Spotiefſe Lamb hzr Husband ? and doch not Jebe in the 
Spirit refiihie that there ſhall 10 no wiſe enter into it any chinz that 
defileth, neicher whatſoever werketh abomination, or maketh a lye, 
bur onely they which are wricten in : he Lamb's Book of Life, which 


muſt n:eds b2 none bur thoſe that are fiee from all defilements ; 
for, ſairh he, The fearful and unbelieving, and the .abominable, and 
Murtherers, and Whoremongers, and Sorcerers, and Idolaters, and. 


all Lyars (hall cheir parc in-che lake which þarneth wich fire 


and Brimſtone ; which is the ſecond deach : Nov what think you? © 
Deth che Spiric in Joh»-mean as it ſp2aketh or not ? ' Or did Jehx- 


mean as he ſpake ?' Do you think the mind of God in theſe words 
wereto this purpoſe, that a man might do that which is counted 
W horedame or Adultery, or Lying, or Drunkennefle, or Swearing 
and Curling, or bowipg to any Idol, or bewirch|Peoples Souls or 
Bodies by Sorceries, or mvrther ones Neighbour, Brother, or Ene- 
my ; or do any other ſuch thing which is declared evil inche Scrip- 
tures of Tru«a; and yet, it he count it pure co him} and he ſee no 


eril therein, he may do it, and yer enter the holyCirty, Search with - 


the light (if ye are nor quirz palt all honelly, he non and fee- 
ling) and ſee wherher that doth or can give ſuch an interpretation 
thereof, or whether anything bur man's fleſhly ad corrapred Will, 
and blinded Judgment can: do ſo, . But (Lord) |how have ſome © 
darkned che pure ey2, that ſhould (ce things as they are intruch and 
ſimplicity, by often trabſpreſhing againk the Light that now they even 
(as ceiperare) do nor ciehre to have the blind eye opened! But, Fa- 
ther of gl9:y, 1 beſeech chee for thy Seec's fake, whom thou haſt pro- 
mited co gather from the remorteit parts of the Earth, to ſhzw rhy Al- 
mighty Arminthe ranſoming of chem our of th2 hands of the fpicicu» 
al Etemy, who hata beguiled theſe People, as he beguiled Eve, by 


Craving them t9 euthe forbidden Fruic, wiIereby they mn needs-- 


know evil as w: ll ascood, whateverthey may affi:m2 (yet far from 
bcing as gods, but caſt our of Paraciſz) thar ſo thy ranſomed ones 
may come (ater Jucgment known) wi.h ſongs to Sie», praifing and 


mignifyi»g thy toly name (as I have done and do) for thy infinite : 


©00dnels rafmercy never tobe forgotien, 
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But ye mike other ObjzAions, as, Where there is no Law;there is 
no Tranigreffion ; and, To the pure, all things are pure ; and It's Pro- 
pheſied in /ſi4b, thar che Lord will lead his People by a way that 
rhey knew nor; and He will make Darknefſz L ght before chem,and 
crooked things firaight, &'s, Aiſo, Solomer hach ſome expreflions 
rending to confirme our Judgment ; yea, and Chriſt himſelf ſaich, 
If che eye be _ che whole body is full of Light; bur if che eye be” 
dark, the whole body is full of. darkneſſe: ſo chatall things are bur 
as they are looked upon, and fd is fin and evil, 


Where there is no L1wzthere is no Tranſgrefſion, that's certain: bur” 
where is the man (as he is in the Fall) throughout the World that. . 
hach no Law placed withio him, (ince the Law is light, and Chrult 
the true light hath enlightned every-man:So then there is real Tranſ- 
oreſſion in every man, whiles inthe Fall, for there is a Law left in 
him ro ſhew it : now whe ne, man comes ino the La of the 
nei Creature, or of che ſpirit of Life which is in Chriſt Jeſus, ſo as 
naturally to refrain from all fin, andto do the: will of God, the Law” 
1s no longer his reprover; and ſo where there is no Law, there is no 
Tranſgreflion, and on the contrary : yet ſucha one is not withour 
Lai to God,but underthe Law to Chrili;Ler him char heareth under- 
Rand, Likewre all things are pure to the pure : Bur that which is 
impurity it ſe!f inthe Root, as Pride,Envy, &'c. and thoſe words 
and ations which can flow trom nothing elle bar chat impurity , 
cannot be pure to the pur2 1n hex, becauſe He cannor bur hare all 
ſuch things: Now Paxl's words are exceedinoly abuſed by unclean ' 
ſptrics; for he ſpeaketh of the things of this life, as Food, Rayment, - 
@&c, (which are pure to one who'e conſcience is not defiled with- 
fin) and they apply chem roallchou<htes, ations, and words which. 
Paul himſelf often d2clares againit in ail, Tell me alſo (Oh ye Li- 
be:tines) is nor wiliful murder ſomerhing > and Sodomy ſomerhing ? © 
and Men with Men ennagaingy 2nd Women vith Wom:n commit- 
tins *!rhynefſe {omerhing > and Man to engender witha Beaſt ſome- 
thing ? an3 fora Witch out of ma'ice, wirhout juſt cauſe given, to. 
do miſciief uvon the Bodizs of Men, or the innocent Beaſt,ſome- 
tching> or cocurſe ones Miker, ſomething ? ' And dare any of you ' 

lay. 
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ſay theſe things are pure tothe Fam ? do any of theſe, bear any face 
or reſemblance of or with purity ? I believe very few. of you would 
have the face co affirme it: Now if rhere b: ſomerhing- in-you that 
riſeth up againit theſe things, vehy ſhould ic-nor alſo 2gaink other 
things: which are declared by the Holy Menof God ro be the fruits of 
the tieſh? and how, if bur ope thing be judged fileby in ic ſ.l,can all 
chings in'your 1enſe be pure ro the pure ? Thar place in [ſai4h, 182 
Prophche of Goſpel-Times : the Jevvs bad bcenlong (betore thoſe 
times carze) led by the Letter of the Liw, bur rhen che Lord ſid, He 
would lead them by a way they knew nor, even by the teachings of 
His Split : they had before walk2d in darkneſie, -but now darkneſſe 
ſhould be made lizht before them, not {asa great R.anter once ſaid) 
that darknefſe and irs 1vorks ſhould bethen accounted by chem (rhar 
weretavght of God) for light, and truly ſe; for that 1s 1mpoſſible 
they b-ivg of a direct contiary nature : Now darkneſſe is truly (aid 
ro beturied into lizhe, when che light and its works do expell the 
darkneſle 2nd irs works, becanle then theſe are not at ail in being 2 as 
the darkneſs of che niohr,and works proper to the nightzare not in be- 
ire in the daytime; ſo night is turned to Gay, So John came to prepare 
a Peopl: for the. Lord, even Chrilt, when the crocked perverſe pa- 
tare Fas deſtroyed, and made a right and eood nature.and the rough 
nature deliroyed, and made a mild nature, that all fleſh-mighr lee 
the Salvation of God, As for Selomon's expreſſions 1 in ſome things: 
rake heed of (tumbling and falling at a wiſe man's words:He was ence 
Captivated by Lu, and Idolatry,and Pride ; bur conſider him in all 
his Rayment or drefſe of Wildome and Knowledge as he was Solo- 
90x, a greater than Selomon 1s here, even Chriſt the true light of 
-men, who laid, If thy eye be {:ngle, thy whole body is full of Vehr: : 
The Þngle eye is, when a man looks finely to the Lord in all his 
choughes, words, and actions, keeping the watch, that h's mind run 
not ont after other Lovers, ſo forg 1s the Body full of Light, forthe 
Lieb ſhineth ou: of the Darknefſe therein; but if theeye be dark, 

if be looks or runs after any thing in his chovehrs,, &c, belides the 
Lord alone, there is the double-minded man, whoſe heart is to be 
purified ; for darkneſle fi!]s his Temple, that he knowerh not what 
he doth in {o doing. So that the ſingle eye is not to look on fin to b= 
no fin {for that is toſee a lye) bn- to look enthe Lord (ing!y, that 
the ſoul may be preſerved our of all finand evil, whneb 1 1s contrary to 
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his pure n2rure in the ground and reot, | Bur 
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Bur 43s ai) eros 3. 6, Is there any evil inthe City, and che 
Lord hath not doae it? Whence y2 conclude;all evil in chought, word, 
and deed which appzars in Me», or co the view of the World, are of 


. the Lords-own doirg, and ſo good, Thar Scripcure is not righety 


rrar{lhited our of che Hebreiv. rongue ; for there ir is, Is chere any 
evilinth= Ciry,and ſhall not the Lord do ſomewhat > Andzin the old 
tranſlation ic is, Comech any Plague in a Ciry withour it be rhe Lords 
dolng?So that this makes quire againſt you: For ſhall any evi! or fin be 
committed, and che Lord (who is pure, and holy, and jult) not do 
ſomething in puniſhing or p!aguing thereof; for he, ip the ſecond 
yerle of the ſame Chaprer, had laid ro /ſrael by thz Prophet; Ye 

nely have I known of all che Families of che Earch : Ther<fore I 
will puniſh you for all your 10iquities; and he faith in” the ſeventh 
verſe, Surely the Lord will do nothing, but He revealeth His ſecrer to . 
his Servants the Prophets. So rhar he ſpezkerh here of doing ſome- 
chine, orſcourging the 1ſralites for their fin ' which he revealed be-= 
fore hand to his Prophers, that they mighr dzclare it tothe tranſ- 
oreſſouts ; ſo that the fin and evil is from theevil nature in man, bur 
the puniſhment thereof is from the righteous God : which punifh- 
ment» be it either Spiritual or Corporal, Is an evil indeed to bim 
that is puniſhed, becauſe it plagues bim for his iniquity ; but in God 
1c 1s good, becauſe ir is juſtly infli&ed by him upon the unrighreous 
Dger. Bur had ye Libertines kept your firſt integrity, and our of 
your o;vn humane thoughts, all which are bur vain, y2 would neyer 
chus have run to the lerter for counſe!, but would have kept ro God's 
wicneſſe in your ſelves, which reproverh for ail fin an4 evil, which 1s , 
more to us than a thouſand witneſſes from wicthour, and which brings ' 
co a right underſtanding of the Scriptures, 


| But ye raiſe anocher great tumbling bleck from 1ſaiah 45, where - 
"cis ſaid, I forme the Light and create darkneſſe, I make Pexceand | 
create Evill : I che Lord do all theſe things, Whence ye eather, - 
tha: darknefſe, and Evill which is'the Truit of darkneſſe, is created by - 
tne Lord and done by him: and therefore ye fay , That which we 
coun: darkneſſe, and rhe works of darknefſe, is a*$00d as that which 
we count Light, .and the works of Light, © Conlider, in the wiſdom 
and fear of -God, whac the Propher ſpeaketh of / and co what end : : 
: 6x He : 


py 
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He ſpeaketh of Cyrag whom the Land would raiſe up to be an Inſiru- 
men: of delivering his people our of the Captivicy of Babylon, whom 
he had firnamed, and girded by his power for that purpoſe : which 
was a great Work, whereby the Nations from Eaſt ro Welt (who all 
had che J-with People in their evil Eye) ſhogyld know thac he was 
the Lora, and that there was none beſides him, that could:pur it into 
the heart of {uch a proud Heathen as Cyra was, to let his People go 
free - $o,the more to il}uftrate his own Power, |He moved his'Pro- 
pher to ntcer thoſe words above mentioned, concerning the things 
ofthe Creation, and the manag-ment thereof; | He forms tbe Light 
by his nacural Sun which He hath creared, and the Darknefle or 
Night by-the withdrawing of the Sun; He maketh peace in the 
Earth by reftrayning the Oppreſſors cru-lty, and! inclimung his-heart 


tO pitty towards the Oppreſlcd, (as in this caſe of Cyra rowards the 


poor Jeivs);and createrh evil or treble , by juſtly.and wiſely lerting 
looſe the ungedly to ſcourge others for their _— and co.try his 


Peoples patience ; but that the Lord who is fimply, and perf<atly 


Pure and Holy, wo can behold no iniquity, ſhov!d be the Author 
or Creator of Spirituall cvil or fin in the Root, berth che Propher 
Jeremy, and Chriſtthe true Lee doth'expreſly contradi@ ; for one 
ſaith, Lamentations 3, verſe 38, Ont of themonth of the moſt High 
proceedeth 'not evil and geed ; Now by the word or month of rhe 
moſt High were all things made that were made, but our of rhe 
Lqids mouth,or from the, Lords word,preceedeth not evil and good; 


therez!ſore fin and evil inthe Root, G:ound, and motion were never 


| -P'ead for their anding, becawle ye ſay, God plan 
direR!y oppoſethe true Propher, and give him « 


1 


created by him ; bur aroſe fiom elf, which is al ſerving from the 


word by whom all things were-made : the other ſaith , Every 
Plantthat my Heaven'y Father hath not planted, ſhall be plucked 
up: So he plainely afhrmeth, there are ſome plants and morions in 
mans hearc which the Heavenly Farher never planted, and therefore 
will He by his powerful and good word.pluck them up ; whereas ye 


che Truth, the lye: Now indeed the Lord dot 


his ſecrer place, and 1s pavillion round abour, ' 
eth onely in the Light, and ſo noda:knefſe can « 
tation; and therefore alſo are darknefſe and Light borh a like co him: 


edthem : fo do ye 
hat called himſelf 
h mak2 Darknefſe 
becauſe he dwell» 
cme into his habi- 


for He divelling wholly in the Light , comp-echenderh all the 


Datrkneſle, 
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himſelf; bur in man, as he 18 under a Law, which is his Lighr, dark- 
neſs & its wayes are not alike co him; for he reproverh che one by rhe 


o:hers And therefore ought not man to appreheng chem to be both 


alike in himſelf, bur contracy; for if he doth, hebeliereth a Lye, and 
ſo deceiveth his own Soul, T_ ceaſe from your own wiſdom, 
reaſonings, and diſpurings, and in filence and htmility come to the 
Armour of Light , which is the true ſpiricual weapon; which caſts 
down all reaſonings that exalt thentſel ves againſt the Knowledge of 


Chriſt , as Paw witnefleth , whoſe words I db alſo cxperimencally 


witnefle, { | | 
Now a word to you, more ignorant Ranters,who n2yer taſted of che 


good ord of God : ' ſome ot whom perhaps ſcarce ever knew what 
an hours ſenſe of gnilr of fin meant in all your lives; although ye have 
nor, at ſore time or other, been wirhour a Checker and Reprover : 
who five now leightly and inconfiderately leapt into a carnal and 
fleſhly liberty, ( which ye wece in before ) as it were by authority; 
juſtifying your evill deeds, and idle, and naughty words, and wick- 
ed, vain, and wandring thoughts, by taking up words, and imira- 
ting of others; ſaying, All 1s good, and therefore what ſhould we 


be rroubled for? : Alas for yev poor Cr-atures ! 'ye know neither. , 
the beginning, nor the end, of the work of God , even his great and ' 


Rtravge work, inturning the Creature fromi.darkneſſe unto light, and 
from Satan's power dnto God's power; for in Satan's power are ye 
at preſent held, and led Captive at hzs Will ; fo thac unleſle yetyn 
co the witnefſe of God in'your conſciences, Cand that while 'ris cal- 
ledto day,) ye will dance into.che eternal pit ofeverlaſtiog deſtruA- 
ion ; forto the light muſt ye all come, even to Chriſt the rrue ligh:, 
which muſt ſheiv you what Veſſels of wtath ye are, as ye liand in the 
diſobedient nature, through the Fall, that (o, your hearcs being ſear- 
ched by that which makes manifeſt all Sin and Evilt, inthouzhe, 
word, and deed, Judgment may be ſer up in the earthly part; th: 


which, as ye ſhall come humbly and fincerely to lay down under ir, - 


ſhall be b;ough: forth ro ViAtory ; and rhen ye ſhall feel M2rcy re- 
Jaycing over Judgm2znr, and fo the glad ridifigs of Salvation will be 


felt by you, which as.ye hold fafi by Fairh which parifi-th the heart, + 


fruirs of righceonſnefle, purity, chattity, ſobriery, ROPIOg &c, 


will appear viſibly in-you , and ſo the good Tice will e known by: 
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Hhrkneſſe and dark-waies of men, knowing norbing.but-Light in" 
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its fries Whereas now ye are fruicleſſe Trees th 
earth, yea, burden aud corrupt it exceedins]y ; 


ſelvs, which isPeace and aſſurance for ever; ye ate as a barren heath 
in the wildernefle, -and know not when any true good cometh - 
therefore repent and turn te the Lord, with fatting, weeping, and 
mourning ; falting from the Jeaven of deceit and| Hypocriſy, weep- 
10g for your fins and looſnefle, whereby God is difhonoured , and 
his good Spirit grieved within you , and monrning for your killing 
of the jult & crucifying the Lord of life afre(h,rhat ſo rhe pure Oyl of 
Joy and gladneſſe ye may come to feel , rhe lealt|drop whereof facr 
exceeds all your carnal pleaſnres and delights, which will quickly 
bave anend, and be as if they had never been , and then will the re- 
membrance thereof be bitter unto you: for, Are|notall ſuck things 
bircerneſle in the latterend> Hear what Wildom ſaith , Prov, 5, 
Hear-me xow therefore, Oh ye (hildren, aud depart not from the words 
of my month : Remove thy way far from her, (towit, the deceitfull har. 
lot, within or without, with all ber inticements ) and come not nigh the 
dooy of ber Houſe ; leſt thou give thine honour unto others, and thy 
years unto the cruell ; leſt Arangers be filled withthy wealth, and thy 
labors be inthe houſe of a ſtranger : And thou moyrn at the laſt when 
thy fleſh and body are conſumed, and ſay, How have I hated Inſtruction, 
and my heart deſpiſed reproof, and have not obeyed the voice of my T ea- 
 chers, ner inclined mine ear to thems that iuftrutted me> 1 was almoſt 
in all evill, in the midſt of the Congregation and Aſſembly, , 
And asfor you Ranters in praQtiieand principles, whoare turned 
National Prieſts in outward ſhew, for a livelihoods ſake, rhough ye 
Icarce or por at all regard any truth of God, or the Scriptures, which 
3s difl-emble by , orthe People's good 10 whom ye ſpeak: Know, 
that this is the ivord ofe4he Lord God unto you ; that by ſuch deceit 
and diſfimula:ion (which ye count your liberty)ye treaſure up wrath 
to your ſelves againli the day of wrath, and revelation cf rhe righce- 
ous.) udement of God, who ( rhink you what ye will) will reward 
wy man according to his works ; 2ven the Lord God, who 1s mot 
perfzRly pure,, who hath his pure witneſſe,in |every one of you, 


(thovgh ar vreſenr ye ſtifle it for ſelf-ends ) which|harech and abhor- 


'reth all difſembling falſehood; which.is for-a man (under any-pre* 
- F (ence, — 


== 


at ccuttiver "God's 

and fo, while the_ 
Saints who follow Chrilt inthe Crofle to their own Wills, and, in — 
his rey , feel the ſweet effects OP_—_ in them+ 
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cence whatſoever) to appear to be thareutwatdly to others ( and. el- 


,pecially in a Priefily garbe; which bears a ſhevy of excernal holineſle, 


more then ordinary ) which he is not in his mind and heart; forir 
is Hypocriſy, again(t which Chriſt, the crue Light, bath pronounced 
che greater damnation : For the body isto be preſented an accepta- 
ble Sacrifice to the-Lord, which is bur ones reaſonable ſervice; for it 
1s buc reaſon rhar.ic ſhould be (o : bur your bodies and Spirits are 
(by this means) divided and ſeperated, which ſhould go both roge- 
therin all ations: For ſometimes, when yeare at your hypocrtti- 
call devorions, or.in the Pulpir in a Steeple-houſe, or preaching elſe- 
where, your hearts are far off; it maybe, to go into lome Ale- 
Ft ouſe, or ranting and looſe Company, or to commir ſome unclean- 
-neſſe, or the like ; and when ye come into ſuch company , irmay 
bz, be ready ro lavgh atyour own Prayers and Preachings, and how 
yegull the People, who know not of whar ſpirit and converſation ye 
are: Oh yedeceicfull ones ! :I reltify againſt you in the name of the 
Lord, Thar ye zre the worſt of all men living in che Nations , worſe 
than the multi. u !e of-Priefts, who do much that they do from a de- 
.ceived. Underſtanding and Yail chat is over them ; bur ye tranſgreſs 
acainſt the Light., which (1 believe) ſometimes pleads with you, 
though ye pur it fromyou, and wou!d efleem ir butan imaginatior. 
Aſſure your felvesthat all you ger from che -People in this ryay of 
deceit, be it lefſeor more, will prove bitter morſels to you in the ©. 

end, when God's witneſle ſhall ariſe : Wherefore repent ye alſo, and 
turnto his witneſs, which will lead you our of all the ſnares of fin & 
deceit ({-if you will hearken co ir& obey it) into the pure liberty of 
-the Sons of God , whoſe freedom (lands not in doing what Self lif- 
eih, bur in that which croſſerh che carnal, and leads into the paths of 
all Righteouſneſle; our of which-paths (Ireſtify ) ye arearpreſent, 
and are in the way of Balaam, who loved the wages of Urighteoul- 

neſſe, and his reward ſhall ye receive, except ye repent. 

Andas for all-you that have run our into the looſnefſe and carnall 
Libzrty, whom God hath been pleaſed to recolle& ; ſo that ſome . 
are brought, and ſome bringing, into the fold of Righteouſneſſe,In- 
nocency, and Peace, by believing and following the true Light: I, in 
-the love and fear of the Lord God, exhort you to liſten con: inually 
tothe voice of the g00d Say » Whoſe red and ſtaff hath repro 
yed and comforced , and is reproving and comforting.you ; that fo 
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'neitherye, or1 my ſelf; may ever any mind turtalide to folly ;-6f 
ſufter a deceived Underſtandivg.to rurnus aide from his living truch 
and witneſſez whereby:we ſhould again let go the :Anchor of the 
Soul, which is Chriſt 7 the hope and etetnal-reward toll thoſethat 
obey and loyehim , and his pure appearance,” more and more, le 
the latter end be worle then the beginning. . | | | 
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